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A passenger train
derailed in southern
England, seriously
injuring two people and
leaving nine others with
minor injuries after
three carriages
overturned, the British
Transport Police said.

The Southern Rail train
from Victoria station in
London to Eastbourne
was carrying about 150
people when it went off
the tracks outside the
tourist town of Lewes on
Thursday. Passenger Rob
Bradley said the train
began rocking as it
picked up speed and the
carriage he was riding in
with his six-year-old
daughter jumped
upward and the brakes
immediately engaged.

All passengers were
evacuated within about
three hours, the transport
police said.

The cause of the
derailment is under
investigation. (AP)

2 injured as
train derails

LONDON

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio greeted the
people of Pakistan on
their Independence Day
and said the two
countries, through
cooperation on regional
mediation and critical
minerals, were delivering
“real results”.

“On behalf of the
United States of America,
I extend warm
congratulations to the
people of Pakistan on
their Independence Day,”
Rubio said.

“Together, through our
cooperation on regional
mediation, critical
minerals, energy,
counterterrorism, cultural
heritage, and trade and
investment, we are
turning potential into
progress and delivering
real results for Americans
and Pakistanis alike,” he
said.”On this special
occasion, we
commemorate the
partnership between our
nations and the bonds of
friendship between our
peoples,” Marco Rubio
said. (PTI)

Rubio greets
Pak on I-Day

PAKISTAN

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

No date has been announced,
but a series of high-level con-
tacts suggests Bangladesh
and India are laying the
groundwork for a possible
Prime Ministerial visit.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman’s possible
visit to India is increasingly
becoming a focal point of
Dhaka-New Delhi diplomacy,
with both sides signalling a
willingness to deepen
engagement even as the
timing of the trip remains
undecided.

Rather than a confirmed
itinerary, the latest develop-
ments point to an active diplo-
matic process. Indian officials
have reiterated that an invita-
tion is on the table, while
Bangladesh has indicated that
a final decision will depend on
the Prime Minister’s schedule

and the outcome of ongoing
discussions. India has extend-
ed two separate invitations to
Tarique Rahman: one for a
bilateral visit and another to
attend the outreach session of
the 18th BRICS Summit in New
Delhi on September 12-13.

Indian Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal confirmed that both
invitations remain valid,
saying India would provide
an update if there is progress.

For Tarique Rahman, such
a visit would carry signifi-
cance beyond protocol. It
would provide an opportuni-
ty for the new Bangladesh
government to engage direct-
ly with India on a broad
range of issues and potential-
ly establish a new frame-
work for bilateral relations.

The possible meeting
comes as the two neighbours
seek to navigate a number of

complicated issues. Relations
have faced tensions over the
extradition request for former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
border security, trade and
transit, water-sharing, energy
cooperation and people-to-
people movement.

At the same time, both
governments have shown
signs of wanting to keep
communication channels
open. Indian High

Commissioner to Bangladesh
Dinesh Trivedi recently held
separate meetings with
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, Foreign Minister Dr
Khalilur Rahman and Home
Minister Salahuddin Ahmed.

During his meeting with
Tarique Rahman, Trivedi con-
veyed Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s greetings
and expressed New Delhi’s
intention to pursue relations

with Bangladesh in a positive
and forward-looking manner.

The discussions also
covered areas of mutual
interest and possible avenues
for expanding people-centred
cooperation.

Trivedi later met Modi in
New Delhi and briefed him on
his discussions with the
Bangladeshi leadership, indi-
cating that the recent diplo-
matic exchanges are being
closely followed at the
highest level in both capitals.

The BRICS invitation has
added another possible
route for Tarique Rahman to
travel to India. Bangladesh
currently chairs BIMSTEC,
a n d  I n d i a  h a s  i n v i t e d
Tarique Rahman to partici-
pate in the BRICS outreach
session in that capacity.
New Delhi has described
the invitation as part of the
established practice of invit-

ing heads of regional organ-
isations to BRICS outreach
meetings.

If Tarique Rahman attends,
the event could provide an
opportunity for an informal
or formal interaction with
Indian leadership alongside
the multilateral programme.

However, Bangladesh has
not yet confirmed whether
the Prime Minister will partic-
ipate. State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed
Islam said recently that there
was still time to decide,
noting that the Prime
Minister’s schedule and
ongoing discussions would
be important factors.

While the proposed visit
remains uncertain, energy
cooperation has already
emerged as a practical area
of engagement between the
two countries.

Bangladesh currently

receives diesel from India
through a cross-border
pipeline and has requested
an increase in supply. Indian
officials have said the request
will be examined in light of
India’s domestic require-
ments, refining capacity and
the availability of diesel.

The issue could become an
important component of
wider economic and energy
discussions between the two
governments. For Dhaka,
securing reliable energy sup-
plies is a major economic
concern, while for New Delhi,
any expansion of exports
must be balanced against
domestic  demand and
supply conditions.

The most politically difficult
issue in the relationship
remains Bangladesh’s
request for the extradition of
former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina from India.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Dubai

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) is blaming Iran for
firing drones at two tankers
operated by a state-owned
oil company as they sailed
through the Strait of Hormuz,
saying Friday that the attacks
were acts of piracy. The
attacks caused no casualties
but underlined the dangers
faced by vessels seeking to
move cargo through the crit-
ical waterway that leads
from the Persian Gulf to the
open oceans as Iran keeps a
firm grip on the passage. 

Here’s a look at the latest
developments in the Iran
war and the wider Middle

East. Full coverage can be
found here.

Two tankers owned by
Abu Dhabi’s state-owned oil
and gas company ADNOC
were attacked Thursday
evening while transiting the
Strait  of  Hormuz, the
company said. It added that

the attack caused no injuries
and that “the situation has
been brought under control.”

The British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations Centre said

two vessels were reported to
have suffered minor damage
when attacked by drones
while transiting the Strait
of Hormuz. It did not identi-
fy them as the ADNOC ships,
but it appeared to be the
same incident. 

The UAE’s Foreign Ministry
blamed the attacks on Iran
and said they were a “fla-
grant violation” of the United
Nations’  principles of
freedom of navigation. 

“Targeting commercial
shipping and using the Strait
of Hormuz as a tool of eco-
nomic coercion or blackmail

represents acts of piracy by
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
Corps, and constitutes a
direct threat to the stability
of the region, its peoples, and
global energy security,” the
Foreign Ministry said. 

There was no immediate
response from Iran. 

MARI YAMAGUCHI n Tokyo

Record-breaking rainfall  that
pounded cities east of Tokyo
overnight flooded roads and dozens
of homes, stranded thousands of
people, caused power outages and
left at least five people dead and one
missing.

The Japan Meteorological Agency
downgraded its most severe warning
for heavy rain in more than a dozen
municipalities in Chiba prefecture as
rain subsided Friday morning but
forecast more rain later in the day.

Photos and television footage
showed widespread damage after
daylight, with homes, cars and parts
of railway tracks flooded
with muddy water.

The Ground Self-Defense
Force said it dispatched
buses to pick up about
4,000 stranded people who
stayed overnight at the
Soga train station, a local
route that also serves Tokyo
Disney, an operation fin-
ished later Friday. The
theme park did not report
any damage. 

Thousands of people who
were stuck overnight at the
Narita airport serving the
Tokyo region gradually left
as train service partially
resumed Friday morning
with delays. Flights in and
out of Narita were operat-
ing normally Friday, with
many people returning
home at the end of Japan’s
Bon Buddhist holiday week.

Hundreds of people took
shelter overnight at the
Chiba prefectural govern-
ment building. The prefec-
ture said five people were
found dead and another
person was missing. The
victims included a man
found floating on a flooded
road in Ichikawa city and
a woman who had been
stuck in a flooded car in
Sakura city. Two people

were presumed dead after being
pulled from flooded cars in Kashiwa
city and in Chiba.  More than 170
homes were flooded in the prefec-
ture and more than 300 people
were taking shelter at public facil-
ities as of Friday afternoon, Chiba
officials said.

The torrential rain and flooding
also knocked out power to about
18,000 homes Friday morning, down
from 68,000 earlier, according to the
TEPCO Power Grid. Record-breaking
rainfall of 11.5 centimetres (4.5
inches) fell in just one hour in Chiba
City and 9.7 centimetres (3.8 inches)
fell in one hour in Sakura, which was
also a record.

Two UAE tankers attacked while transiting Strait of Hormuz

Heavy rain causes flooding near Tokyo;
kills five, disrupts train, air travel

India, Bangladesh weigh Tarique’s Delhi visit

Indian envoy meets official of China
Law Society Wang Hongxiang

KONSTANTIN TOROPIN 
n Washington

President Donald Trump is ordering the US Navy to remove
the advanced system used to launch fighter jets from its
newest type of aircraft carrier and return to using older
steam catapults that he has long said he prefers, accord-
ing to a directive issued.

The new mandate would likely cost billions of dollars
and revert the Navy’s most advanced ships to a system
that takes more sailors to operate and is more difficult
to maintain. 

The memo directs the Pentagon and the Navy to present
Trump with plans to remove the Electromagnetic Aircraft
Launch System, also known as EMALS, within two
months. It also says the Ford-class carrier’s
electromagnetic weapons elevators should
be replaced.

Trump orders Navy to return to
older carrier jet-launch system

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Beijing

India’s Ambassador to China
Vikram Doraiswami has met
Wang Hongxiang, Executive
Vice President of China Law
Society and a Member of the
Standing Committee of China’s
parliament, who will be visit-
ing India soon. Doraiswami

met Wang on Wednesday,
the Indian Embassy posted on
X on Friday. In the context of
Wang leading a delegation to
India soon, the ambassador
was briefed about the work
and activities of China Law
Society, its engagement with
international partners and its
interest in future cooperation
possibilities, the post said.


